Based on a study of 1,100 specimens of the genus Agra (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Lebiini: Agrina)
Introduction
Pivotal to our knowledge of species that regulate most of the environmental processes on Earth is who they are, where they are, and what they are doing (Daniel Janzen, pers. comm.) . This knowledge will come from inventories of all species at regional and local scales, everywhere. The National Biodiversity Inventory of Costa Rica (INBio, El Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad as conceived by D. Janzen and R. Gamez in the late 1980's) set out in the early 1990's to make available on the World Wide Web a "page" for every species, their basic unit of biodiversity information (UBI, Unidades Básicas de Información) with all current information readily available. As species are discovered (or rediscovered) and documented, their images, descriptions and natural history become available to this growing Encyclopedia of Life in Costa Rica for all Costa Ricans and for the people of Earth, generally via the Internet. Previously described species can go onto a page as rapidly as taxonomists can get them there, with portals to parallel web sites. However, new (to science) insect species (the focus here) discovered and documented, first must be published according to the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature; "web validation" of a new species name currently is not an option. Hence, the main purpose of the present contribution is to validate 29 new species names for the carabid genus Agra and make descriptions and illustrations available to the web site at INBio where they will become potentially available to some 6 billion persons via home and office computers and the many CyberNet Cafes, the access points in "differently cultured countries."
Forty-two additional species of Costa Rican Agra are "in press" at the INBio web site. The presented knowledge comes from a study of 1,100 specimens collected within Costa Rica and 11,142 specimens from other parts of the Neotropics and Neo-subtropics.
Once it is fairly certain that all the species of this genus are described for Costa Rica (see below regarding females specimens), I will produce a key to their identification that will appear at the INBio web site "Information Services" icon (e.g. see Erwin, Kavanaugh,
